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Meet Mike Klemme
As both an accomplished artist and successful businessman, 
self-taught photographic artist, Mike Klemme brings a unique 
skillset and a comprehensive perspective to every project. One 
of the most widely published photographers in his field, Klemme 
has contributed thousands of photographs to sports, travel and 
inflight magazines around the globe. On commissions from 
individual developers and publishers, he has tackled difficult 
assignments on over 1,800 golf courses in nearly fifty countries 
around the world for customers such as Arnold Palmer Design, 
Tom Watson Design, Nike, Golf Magazine, Hyatt Hotels, Four 
Seasons Resorts and many others. His photographic talents were 
showcased in two books for Golf Magazine and Harry Abrams 
Publishing, Grand Slam Golf and Golf Resorts of the World. He 
was also author and photographer of A View from the Rough.

He was recognized in 2005 as the Official Photographer of the 
Oklahoma Centennial and for two years traveled the back 
roads of Oklahoma shooting the people, places and events that 
make his home state great. The culmination of this project was 
a 288-page coffee table book entitled Celebrating Oklahoma! 
which was published in July of 2007 to rave reviews. 

Soon after, Mike was commissioned to publish a book about his 
home town, Enid, Oklahoma, entitled Celebrating Enid! Which 
is found on coffee tables across our state and many places 
around the nation. 

These projects led to a number of banks, educational facilities, 
hospitals, and government entities calling to have their buildings  
decorated with photographic artwork. He and his son, Brett 
have installed photographs in over 100 buildings in the past 
dozen years in addition to his assignment photography. Mike’s 
new website, www.mikeklemme.com is his first real offering 
of his work to the general public after many years of working 
with commercial customers, large corporate, healthcare, 
government and educational institutions. 

KLEMME/Art is a family business. We take extreme pride in our 
craft at every step of the process. We have built our success 
on the customer service, trust and decency you would expect 
from a small-town “mom ‘n pop,” and the professionalism 
and expertise that is required to work with some of the world’s 
biggest and most respected brands.



Driving to an assignment in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, capitol of the Cherokee 
Nation, when I saw this huge field of thistle in full glory. I normally pass on 
photographing thistle, but the butterflies were thick, so I pulled off and set 
up my 600mm lens with a 2X and started banging off images of the butter-
flies working over the thistle plants for their nectar.

BUTTERFLY AND THISTLE   I   Oklahoma

To say that I am attracted to Lotus would be an understatement. After all, 
I love water and I love flowers. I thought this one was particularly beautiful 
as it had rained just a few minutes earlier and it left these perfect beads of 
water on all of the petals, I love the tropics.

LOTUS GRAPHIC   I   Costa Rica



Sunflowers are so fun to photograph. So many varieties, so many different 
ways they present themselves to the sun. This particular variety was about 
the same size as a small frying pan. The detail in this image is quite amazing.

It was one of those perfect lazy fall afternoons in the Ozarks and I had 
stopped to rest on a park bench next to the Buffalo River near Jasper, 
Arkansas when the color and shape of these leaves said, “Why don’t you 
shoot me instead of sitting there”. Sometimes, it pays to sit, rest and just 
soak up a scene. Almost every time, something will speak to you.

SUNFLOWER DETAIL   I   Oklahoma FALL LEAVES   I   Jasper,  Arkansas



Zinnias are so interesting, every color, every shape, every design. So fun to 
photograph, but difficult at times in the windy area where I live because of 
their long spindly stems. I sometimes spend hours in local gardens studying 
them from every angle.

All the other flowers in this garden were heads up and begging to be 
photographed. This one was a bit shy and was facing the other direction. I 
thought this side was prettier than the others.

ORANGE ZINNIA   I   Oklahoma SHY COREOPSIS   I   Oklahoma



There is a community garden in my town that yields tons of zinnias of all colors, sizes and descriptions every summer. I have burned a lot of film on this little garden, but this 
has to be my favorite image of a flower from this garden. I just love the way they play  together.

ZINNIA TWINS   I   Oklahoma



I found these beautiful clover blooms in a local garden store. We often use 
this image at the end of hallways in our healthcare installations to guide 
traffic by giving walkers a heads up that they are about to make a right 
turn. It’s amazing how these small clues like this mean so much in guiding 
people in unfamiliar areas.

I was enamored by the backlit frost on this sycamore leaf as I wandered 
along a trail near Jasper, Arkansas. Closeups like this, that show the detail in 
nature make you realize that nothing just happens, It’s all done with pur-
pose. The engineering needed to accomplish this design is mind boggling.

CLOVER BLOOMS   I   Oklahoma SYCAMORE LEAF   I   Jasper,  Arkansas



A stiff wind was blowing from the north this beautiful March morning at 
the Bosque del Apache near Soccoro, New Mexico. The majority of the 
migrating waterfowl had already departed but these two stragglers came 
in for a landing in a field of grain and came to a near dead stop in the air 
before landing. I felt so privileged to witness their graceful transition from 
flight to boldly standing together in the field grazing their breakfast.

SAND HILL CRANES   I   New Mexico

There is a little public garden in my hometown that is cared for by a group 
of volunteers. In late summer/early fall it is covered with Zinnias. I loved the 
contrast between the rad, green and yellow. I am constantly blown away 
by the intricate architectural design of flowers. The more you understand 
about nature, the more you realize how little we know.

RED ZINNIA   I   Oklahoma



Unidentified blooms found in a local garden. This is one of my favorite flower 
photos with the dew, color and texture of these blooms.

I found this little beauty at Botanica in Wichita, Kansas. Also known as 
Sacred Lilly of the Nile. Blue Lotus in Buddhism is the symbol of the victory 
of the spirit over the senses, of intelligence and wisdom, of knowledge. The 
Blue Lotus of the Nile was the most sacred of plants, prized above all others. 
The plant was associated with the sun god Ra as the bringer of light.

LIGHT BLUE FLOWERS   I   Oklahoma BLUE LOTUS   I   Wichita, Kansas



I found these little beauties in a local garden store. They had just finished their morning shower and were all covered with water jewels. Nice and fresh!

BEGONIA PANORAMIC WITH DEW   I   Hot Spr ings,  Arkansas



Another example that beauty is all around us. These “Twin Tulips” were one 
of the first flowers to arrive one April several years ago. This image was liter-
ally taken on my front doorstep.

I’m not sure what this bloom is called, but I see lots of these when in various 
areas of Costa Rica. I love how just one bloom will occur in one of these 
clusters with the unfolding blooms serving as support staff for the star of the 
show. I love the graphics of this image.

TWIN TULIPS   I   Oklahoma PINK BLOOM   I   Costa Rica



Driving to work early one foggy fall morning the ditches alongside the road 
was full of various weeds with spiderwebs covered in these tiny jewels of 
moisture. I was lucky to catch this one where the unfortunate spider had not 
captured any prey and ruined the perfect web.

Walking the nature trail at Great Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge
I came upon this doe and her young fawn out for an afternoon stroll. 
Normally, the deer are so skittish and run away at the first sign of humans. 
These two hung around for quite a while and allowed me to shoot a 
number of frames before wandering into the bush.

SPIDER WEB AND DEW   I   Oklahoma DOE AND FAWN   I   Great Salt  P lains National Wi ldl i fe Refuge



Question: Would you rather be lucky than good? I was bored and 
disappointed in a rather lackluster evening of shooting at the Great Salt 
Plains National Wildlife Refuge. I set up my 600mm lens with a 2x just to 
photograph the sunset as it sank over the bayous at the park. Low and 
behold, this lone pelican was flying just above the surface of the water 
and came right into my frame,. BAM.

A very simple image of a mossy rock in a rushing creek bed with a single 
red sweet gum leaf on the rock. I chose to use a long exposure to allow the 
water to move past the rock which, to me, makes the rock look even more 
solid as it serves as a place of rest for the leaf.

PELICAN AND SUNSET   I   Oklahoma ROCK WITH SWEET GUM LEAF   I   Cherokee, Arkansas



I was wandering through Butchart Gardens on Vancouver Island, BC. And came upon this site. A flower that is very uncommon to me, The Bleeding Heart.

BLEEDING HEART PANORAMIC   I   Vancouver Is land, Br i t i sh Columbia



I have read a number of books about hiking and they always tell you not to 
look at the ground or the back of your fellow hiker’s boots, but to look up 
and enjoy the world around you. I would have missed this scene with the 
light shining through these beautiful yellow leaves.

The Disrupter. Proof that nothing is perfect. This perfectly shaped daisy had 
one “hair” out of place. All the other petals in perfect alignment, but one 
petal had its mind made up that it was going to be different. Bravo, curly 
petal. Be you.

GOLDEN LEAVES   I   Jasper,  Arkansas YELLOW GERBERA DAISY   I   Oklahoma



You don’t have to travel the world to find beautiful things, My wife, Suzanne, 
planted a group of strawflowers in our garden just three feet outside our 
back door. I passed by them every day on my way out to our garage. This 
particular day, it was cloudy and left no shadows which allows you to see 
the precise form of this plant. One of my all-time favorite flower photos.

I came upon dozens of these plants one late summer several years ago. 
They sprung up in an area I have been photographing for over forty years 
and this was the only time I have ever seen them. They must have had just 
the perfect amount of temperature, rain and sunshine in order to thrive this 
particular year. The mysteries of nature are many. The more you know, the 
less you know.

STRAWFLOWER DETAIL   I   Oklahoma PRAIRIE LILLY   I   Oklahoma



This element was found in a huge stand of canna lillies alongside a lake on 
a golf course in Oklahoma City. I isolated this one particular leaf that had 
this single bead of moisture because of its fresh look and the sharp angle of 
the leaf. This image makes really beautiful prints.

This little beauty was found along the highway up the Taos ski valley. I 
thought it would be interesting to do a long exposure of the flowers in the 
foreground while allowing the Rio Hondo in the background a chance to 
flow by during the exposure thus blurring the background. I have a deep 
love for the Taos area and love that it is just hours away by car.

CANNA DROPLET   I   Oklahoma QUEEN ANNE’S LACE   I   New Mexico



Heading home one fall evening I was passing by a large field of grass with a pond in the central portion. This huge flock of migrating Canadian Geese swarmed the field 
coming in for a drink. (Must have been happy hour!) My favorite part of this photo are the four geese in relief in the lower right hand corner.

GEESE IN MOTION   I   Oklahoma
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